
The Work of the Dead and Living: Hazaras of Quetta1 

In 2014, Human Rights Watch released a report titled We are the Walking Dead2 detailing 

targeted killings, bombings, systematic marginalization faced by the Hazaras; an ethnic and 

religious minority residing in Quetta, Balochistan. In May 2018, the Chief Justice of Pakistan 

declared Hazara persecution an ‘ethnic cleansing’.3 As a result of said marginalization, Hazaras 

have now been limited to two areas of the city--Marriabad and Hazara Town--with a literal wall 

separating Hazara Town from other nearby Pashtun dominated areas.4 I am applying to AIPS for 

a grant to support six weeks of summer research, equally distributed between Lahore and 

Karachi. These six weeks are a part of a larger project that will include an additional six weeks in 

Quetta. Here, I describe the larger project, with a focus on the research that AIPS funds will 

support.  

 

My focus in this project is on the ways in which subjects move between the categories of living 

and dead. How do the dead become social and political players? How do the living conduct their 

affairs, particularly politics, in the face of imminent death?5 During my time in Karachi and 

Lahore, I intend to interview a number of Hazara political actors--activists, community 

organizers--in particular about the events of January and February 2013.6 These two events, in 

which mourning Hazara community members refused to bury their dead as political protest in 

response to bomb blasts, becomes a way of exploring the broader themes of this project.  

  

Having been raised in Pakistan and being a native speaker of Urdu, I am well situated to conduct 

this work. Additionally, by the time of this research, I will have preliminary training in Farsi. 

Hazaragi, the indigenous language of Hazaras, being a dialect of Farsi makes this training 

relevant. I also plan to engage in Hazaragi language training, formally or informally, during my 

time in Quetta. I have some connections with Hazara community members in both Karachi and 

Lahore. In Lahore, this is a result of my involvement in activist circles during my undergraduate 

at Lahore University of Management Sciences (LUMS). In Karachi, my Shia identity facilitates 

family connections with the Hazara community. These networks ensure a safe and productive 

research experience. For the longer project, I intend to volunteer at one of many Hazara 

organizations operating in Quetta.7 In doing so, I hope to undertake a short participant 

observation of six weeks, conduct interviews and collect audio-visual data.8 I will then work on 

the entire project during academic year 2019-2020 in consultation with my supervisors as part of 

thesis work in my South Asian Studies Masters program at the University of Washington, 

Seattle. This fieldwork will also contribute towards a PhD proposal in Anthropology scheduled 

to be submitted in 2019-2020 academic cycle.  

 

Compared to Hazaras in Afghanistan, and Hazaras in the diaspora, Hazaras in Quetta, and 

Pakistan more broadly, have received less scholarly attention.9 Much of the work on Hazaras in 

Pakistan has come through journalism and reports by various human rights organizations.10 I 

hope to enrich the literature by providing an ethnographic account. Through this study, I hope 

not only to add to the literature on Quetta, Hazaras in Pakistan, but also to an understanding of 

the ways in which the dead and imminent death color political and social practice in times of 

mass violence. 
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