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Prof Dr. Pervez Ahmad Pathan
As a co-leader of this workshop firstly, it was a wonderful opportunity for me to learn that the American Institute of Pakistan Studies has created a good platform for the betterment of scholars who are doing scholarly work at PhD levels. Secondly, it was good experience for working with Prof. Dr. Anita M. Weiss, who has indepth knowledge about the subject which she has developed over the period of visiting Pakistan through exploring Gender issues. The workshop was a blend of two way discourse between students and lead professionals. The discourse was revolved around the dissertation that they the candidates already submitted before the start of workshop. The workshop provided excellent opportunity as over three days all 12 dissertations were one by one discussed, each student was given around 1:30 minutes to explain concepts, methodologies and study parameters with analytical approach that narrated in synopsis.
At the end of each presentation the candidates were given an open forum which included all participants asking him/her pertinent questions followed by comments by Dr. Pervez Ahmed Pathan and Prof. Dr. Anita M. Weiss. All the candidates were of the opinion that this workshop was the wonderful way to improve their understanding on their research topic/area for M. Phil/Ph.D.
During the first day of the workshop Dr. Aijaz Shafi Gilani, Chairman, GALLUP Pakistan, visited the session before lunch; his wide experience was very useful. He focused upon how to develop methodologies and proceed for research and keep interest in the topic till the award of PhD degree.
The sessions were also visited by Ms. Khawar Mumtaz, National Commissison for the Status of Women (NCSW) and Ms. Sofia Noureen (NCSW). Before the start of seminar one day in advance a meeting was set with Prof. Dr. Anita M. Weiss and Prof. Dr. Pervez Ahmed Pathan. The dynamics of the workshop in term of planning, operational details, execution methods were discussed, the students files were prepared which included substantial material on the subject matter including sections from Robert Chambers Learning to Learn and James Davis’ Roman & Littlefield Guide to Writing with Sources, alongwith some handouts prepared by Dr. Pervez Ahmed Pathan on research methodology’s link with knowledge, including material on the importance of induction and deduction of conceptualization methods. Professor Weiss included a sample chapter on writing a literature review in Gender Studies. In addition Prof. Dr. Anita M. Weiss and Dr. Pervez Ahmed Pathan jointly prepared a write up on conceptualization of a theoretical framework and was also given to the students.
To sum-up, starting from day one to the final day, the workshop was an opportunity for mutual learning on both qualitative and quantitative research tools and methodologies important towards carrying out M. Phil/Ph.D research studies. The workshop was a good platform, providing both social along with academic chances for learning at the highest levels. There was an excellent dinnar for the participants and lead coordinators alongwith American Institute of Pakistan Studies and HEC representatives which provided a good opportunity for both the participants and consultants to introduce themselves and describe objectives of the workshop in an informal manner. Such discussions continued at lunch every day of the workshop as well.
Looking at the AIPS interest and my committement, I look forward to be a part of any future activity such as this one.
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