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Abstract 
 
0\�UHVHDUFK�IRFXVHV�RQ�WKH�FRQVWLWXWLYH�UROH�RI�KHULWDJH�LQ�LPDJLQLQJ�WKH�QDWLRQ¶V�SDVW�DQG�
defining its present through the case study of Rawalpindi; a city situated in Punjab, Pakistan. The 
FLW\�KDV�KLVWRULFDOO\�EHHQ�QHJOHFWHG�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\¶V�KHULWDJH�Iramework in spite of the visible 
potency of its physical space with the palimpsest of centuries old creations by diverse actors. 
That all changed when UNESCO listed Rawalpindi among the pilot cities for the Historic Urban 
Landscape Project. The political cRQILJXUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�FLW\¶V�GLYHUVH�DUFKLWHFWXUDO�KHULWDJH�DQG�
how different communities interact with it today, raises questions about the genealogy of 
DUFKLWHFWXUDO�KHULWDJH��WKH�SURFHVV�RI�VHOHFWLRQ�RI�QDWLRQDO�KHULWDJH��UROH�RI�µUXLQV¶�DQG�
µUXLQVFDSHV¶�LQ�LPDJLQLQJ�D�QDWLRQ¶V�KLVWRU\��DQG�HQJDJHPHQW�RI�KHULWDJH�LQ�QDWLRQDO�PHPRU\��,W�
IXUWKHU�XQGHUVFRUHV�LQWHUDFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�YDULRXV�UHOLJLRXV�DQG�HWKQLF�FRPPXQLWLHV�ZLWK�WKH�FLW\¶V�
heritage, and the role of historiography in making heritage a political and nationalist project. Re-
territorialized South-Asia at the time of Partition of Indian subcontinent fundamentally altered 
the religious make-up of cities that underwent re-identification on both sides- making them the 
active sites of post-imperial contestation in the post-colonies. My research traces property 
allocation policies in the refugee resettlement project regulated by Evacuee Trust, post-partition 
ODQG�ODZV��XUEDQ�GHYHORSPHQW�VFKHPDV��DQG�5DZDOSLQGL¶V�XQLGHQWLILHG�KHULWDJH. The selective 
recognition RI�5DZDOSLQGL¶V�KHWHURJHQHRXV�SDVW�LQIRUPV�WKH�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�DQG�UHFRJQLWLRQ�RI�
KHULWDJH�LQ�3DNLVWDQ¶V�QDWLRQDO�FXOWXUDO�SROLFLHV�DQG�IUDPHZRUN�now ZKHQ�KHULWDJH�RI�WKH�µRWKHU¶�
LV�D�KLJKO\�FRQWHVWHG�LVVXH�LQ�6RXWK�$VLD¶V�FXUUHQW�SROLWLFDO�HQYLURQPHQW�� 
 


