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Dr. Omar Khalidi is a staff member at the Aga Khan Program for Islamic Architecture at 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, Mass. Dr. Khalidi was educated at 
Wichita State University, BA (1980).  Dr. Khalidi is a trustee of American Institute of 
Yemeni Studies.  He is Secretary, Sub Committee of The Islamic Manuscripts 
Association, TIMA, Cambridge, UK.  Dr. Khalidi is also the President of the Middle East 
Librarians Association, 2008-09. 
 
Dr Khalidi lived in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia and worked at King Saud University in the 
1980s, and then moved back to the United States to obtain an M.A. at Harvard 
University, 1991, then earned a PhD at University of Wales at Lampeter, Wales, UK, in 
1994.  He is the author of several books and articles on art and architecture, and history. 
He lectured and exhibited on Islam in America, mosque architecture, and on religious 
freedom at various forums and universities in the United States, Europe, the Middle East, 
Malaysia, India, and elsewhere.  Most recently he has lectured about Islam in America in 
Germany in 2006.  In May 2006, he organized an international conference on mosque in 
the West at MIT.  In 2007-08, he extensively lectured on Islamic architecture in Europe 
and United States. He visited Kabul and other cities in Afghanistan at the invitation of US 
Department of State lecturing on Islam and mosques in America in summer 2009. 
 
Recent publications include: 
 
 
“Hindu By Default: Inflating Religious Majority in India” Journal of 
South Asian & Middle Eastern Studies  32, 3 (Spring 2009):1-20.  
 
“Hinduising India: Secularism in Practice," Third World Quarterly 29, 8 
(December 2008): 145-1562. Urdu translation in Mutaaleaat 4, 2 (April-June 
2009): 35-60. 
 
“Why India is not a Secular State,” Outlook India 29 January 2009 
 
“Entrepreneurs from Outside the Traditional Mercantile Communities: 
Muslims in India’s Private Sector,” Journal of South Asian and Middle 
Eastern Studies 31, 2 (Winter 2008): 13-42. 
 
“Scheduled for Recruitment? Hindustan Times 03 March 2007 
26 http://www.hindustantimes.in/news/181_1944728,00300006.htm 
 
Muslim in Indian Economy, (New Delhi: Three Essays, 2006) 
 
 



 
In art and architecture, he is the author of “Approaches to Mosque Design in North 
America,” 1999; available on  
 
http://archnet.org/library/documents/one-document.jsp?document_id=9161 
 
and  
http://archnet.org/library/documents/one-document.jsp?document_id=9162 
 
Other works include: 
“The Architecture and Campus Planning of Osmania University,” 2003, and “American 
Architecture of Islamic Inspiration,” 2004.  His most recent publication is A Guide to 
Architecture in Hyderabad, Deccan, India, web published on  
http://libraries.mit.edu/rotch/HyderabadJune262008.pdf 
 
 
Dr. Khalidi has been interviewed by several newspapers on Islam in United States, 
including Time and Boston Globe, & Christian Science Monitor, see 
 
http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,1889047-2,00.html 
 
 
http://www.boston.com/news/globe/ideas/articles/2004/08/15/made_in_america/ 
and 
 
http://www.csmonitor.com/specials/oneyearlater/americanGoodwill_khalidi.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 

 


